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Satellite eye on Earth: January 2012 — in pictures

Freezing seas, flooding lakes and a dramatic photo of London
from space were among the images captured by European Space
Agency and Nasa satellites last month
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Curving sands in Iran’s salt desert, Dasht-e Kavir. Summer
evaporation in the desert leaves behind a high concentration of miner-

als, making Iran one of the world’s most important mineral producers
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Heavy winds blew across the Florida Bay in early January, stirring the
waters and contributing to this dazzling array of colour. Clouds of milky
blue and green fill the shallower waters; near the southern coast, the
waters are distinctly tan from a run-off of particulates from land. Further
south, near the Florida Keys, abundant coral reefs mean the water is

rich in calcite, which when disturbed lends it a milky appearance
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Snow dusted much of the Balkans and Turkey in early Janu-
ary. Turkey is in the south-east section of the image; to the northwest is
the bulk of the Balkan region, an area encompassing more than 700,000
sq km across south-eastern Europe. The body of water to the north is
the Black Sea, with the Aegean to the south and the Adriatic to the

south-west
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Photograph: Norman Kuring/Modis/Aqua/Nasa
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Cloud-free skies reveal a compel iew of the entire length
of Baja, California acific coast of Mexico. In the midst of the
Clarity, strong north-easterly winds stirred up a dust storm on the main-
land and the peninsula. Nasa processes images like this to help assess
the presence of sediment and plankton in-the-sea. Dust storms interfere
with'those assessments. They can also disturb human activity on land,
but once they blow out over the Gulf of California and Pacific ocean,
they help fertilise the waters with nutrients that promote phytoplankton

blooms, which in turn attract whales.
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Photograph: Modis/Aqua/Nasa
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Meteorologists in Mozambique kept a wary ey
cyclone Funso as it made its way down an already nched coast in
late January. The powerful storm was the first major cyclone of 2012,
reaching category 4 hurricane status on 25"January with winds of 120
knots (220 km). Funso came on th els of tropical depression Dando,
which came ashore over souttiern Mozambique on 16 January. Flooding

from both storms dozens.
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